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At the age of nine months the patient had come under treatment for a sup¬ 
purative adenitis of the neck, and at this time it was noticed that there were 
ulcerations upon the gums, covered by pultaceous and fetid exudate, which 
persisted despite treatment instituted at the time. At the age of thirteen 
months a diarrhcea began and persisted without amelioration till death, a few 
days after admission to the hospital. The autopsy revealed an enormous 
mass of tuberculous mesenteric glands, with tuberculous ulcerations of the 
colon, ileum, jejunum, and duodenum; liver, spleen, heart, and kidneys 
normal; a few small, recent grayish granulations in the lungs, with two 
small foci of broncho-pneumonia in the right base. 

According to the authors, the first focus of disease was the mouth and the 
ganglia of the neck; next the intestine. The slight pulmonary lesions were 
of recent origin. The source of the infection may have been the milk of the 
mother or of the cow, or through the medium of soiled objects put in the 
mouth. Inoculation-experiments to clear up this point were not possible at 
the time. 

Tuberculosis of the intestine is exceptional in the first two years of life, as 
shown by the statistics of Wiederhofer, who, in 101 cases of intestinal tuber¬ 
culosis in childhood, found only six under two years of age and a percentage 
of eight for all cases of tuberculosis under two years, as opposed to 28 per 
cent for cases in children from two to fifteen years of age. Three sources of 
origin for intestinal tuberculosis are possible: 1. In acute miliary tubercu¬ 
losis small, gray, semi-transpaient granulations may be found upon the intes¬ 
tinal mucous membrane. These are hcematogenous in origin. 2. In young 
children with chronic pulmonary tuberculosis with cavities the intestine may 
be infected from the swallowed expectoration; the lesion then assumes the 
common ulcerous form seen in adult consumptives; it is extremely rare 
under two yeais. 8. After the ingestion of tuberculous food, especially the 
milk of a tuberculous cow. In these cases there may be no lesion of the 
intestinal mucous membrane, the bacillus having travelsed it to find a suit¬ 
able soil for growth in the mesenteric glands. When lesion of the mucous 
membrane occurs it ordinarily assumes a special form—discrete without 
ulceration. This is characterized by scattered submucous nodules, the size 
of a pea, filled with gray or cheesy, more or less softened material, and lim¬ 
ited by a delicate fibrous covering, these nodules corresponding in position 
with the affected mesenteric gland. 


Primary Sarcoma op the Vagina in Children. 

D’Arcy Power (St. Bartholomew’s Hospital Reports, 1896, vol. xxxi.) records 
a case under this title occurring in a girl of two years and four months, and 
quotes abstracts of twenty-four other cases collected in a rather hasty exam¬ 
ination of the literature. From a consideration of these cases he concludes 
that primary sarcoma of the vagina is only a specialized form of malignant 
disease which may affect any or all of those connective tissues which are 
involved in the complicated developmental processes associated with the 
formation of the cloaca. The sarcoma grows in the connective tissue of the 
pelvic organs, and extends into the bladder, the urethra, the uterus, or the 
vagina. It is either well circumscribed, as in the case described, or is diffuse. 
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as in a case reported by Ahlfeld (Arckivf. Qgnakol., Bd. xvi. p. 135), but 
whether circumscribed or diffuse, whether affecting the vagina alone or in¬ 
filtrating all the neighboring organs, this form of sarcoma shows an almost 
constant tendency to become polypoid and multiple. 

As it occurs in children, primary sarcoma does not, in the majority of cases, 
run a very rapid course. It does not ulcerate very readily. It does not usu¬ 
ally affect the lymphatic glands. It does not disseminate, but its prognosis 
is very grave. It recurs quickly after removal, and it kills by interfering 
with the action of the pelvic organs, by retention of urine more often than 
by obstruction of the bowels. The diagnosis is easy, but the polypi are often 
looked upon as innocent growths, and their true nature remains unrecognized 
until the presence of a tumor in the pelvis shows that it is too late for sur¬ 
gical interference. Multiple polypi of the rectum and of the genito-urinary 
tract in young people, however, are so rare, and, when they do occur, are so 
often associated with malignant disease, that their presence should always 
lead to a suspicion of such a condition. The complete cure which has been 
effected in one or two cases of primary sarcoma of the vagina in children 
shows that the early and complete removal of the growth may be effectual 
in this as in other forms of malignant disease. 

Bacteriology of the Vagina of the Newborn. 

Vahle (ZciUchriftf.Qeburtsh.u. Gynahol., vol. xxxii. No.3) has examined 
cultures from the vaginas of 75 newborn girl-babies shortly after birth. In 
the first twelve hours the vaginal secretions were always sterile. From this 
time to the third day the results showed a decreasing number in which sterile 
secretions could be found, until finally at the end of three days micro-organ¬ 
isms were found in all cases. Pathogenic bacteria were quite often encoun¬ 
tered, the streptococcus being found in 14.6 per cent, of the cases. 

Bacteriology of the Anginas of Scarlatina. 

Lemoine (Sociiti Midicalc dec Hopitaux , December 20,1895) has analyzed 
100 cases of scarlatinal angina observed at the'beginning of the infection. 
Cultures were made from the deep tissue of the tonsils after searing the 
surface by the actual cautery. In all the cases he found the streptococcus, 
ninety-three times in pure culture, seven times associated, fifteen times with 
the bacillus of Loeffler, twice with the colon-bacillus. Clinically it is inter¬ 
esting to note that these two associations produce the same symptomatology. 
The author thinks that there is here only one variety of streptococcus, but 
that the virulence of this microbe varies with its soil, whether found in the 
mucus, false membrane, or tissue of the tonsil. 

A Variety of Streptococcus Refractory to Marhorek’s Serum. 

Mery (Soc. de Biologic, April 18, 1896) states that he has isolated from a 
case of scarlatina a streptococcus without any morphological or cultural 
peculiarity to distin guish it from other streptococci, but showing the remark¬ 
able property of causing purulent arthritis and death in injected rabbits 
despite the previous or contemporaneous inoculation with Marmorek’s serum. 



